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Introduction. The hydrolysis product of the thia-1,2,3triene, whose structure has been described in the preceding paper (Galloy, Declercq & Van Meerssche, 1978) , is identified as 2-pivaloylmethylene-4-pivaloyldithiolene (I) and not a desaurine (II) as would be expected by analogy with the hydrolysis of ketenes R2C=C=S (Ulrich, 1967 
The cell constants were determined from 20 values of six reflexions. Intensities of 1243 reflexions were measured on a Picker semi-automatic diffractometer with Ni-filtered Cu Ktt radiation (2 = 1.54242 ,~,) and the to-20 scan method (A20 = + 1.2 °, 20ma x = 126°); of these, 1015 with I > 2.5o(1) were included in the refinement.
The structure was solved by the heavy-atom method. A Fourier map based on the coordinates of the S atom revealed the structure of the desaurine (II). However, the refinement gave a distorted molecule. A new Fourier synthesis based on the coordinates of the S atom and the pivaloyl group gave the result shown in Fig. 1 . As the non-centrosymmetric molecule is on a symmetry centre, the structure must be disordered. Refinement was by rigid-body least squares (Andre, Fourme & Renaud, 1971) . Calculations were performed with the ORLON program. The final R was 0.097; the weighted R was 0.123.01, 02 and 03 have the values 189.97 (10), -56-60(5) and 80.83 (8) ° . The coordinates of the centre of gravity are -0.0144 (8), -0.0057 (3) and -0.0064 (4). The atomic coordinates and the computed U/j (Schomaker & Trueblood, 1968 ) are reported in Table   C o~C~. T (x l0 s) 3.72 (9) -0-22 (3) (A 2) 5-15 (15) L (x l0 z) 0.09 (l) --0.03 (l) (rad 2) 0.56 (3) S (× 104) 0 (6) 2 (4) (A rad) -2 (3) 12 (6) -17 (5) 26 (7) R.m.s. amplitudes (A) along principal axes of T 0.25 0.22 R.m.s. amplitudes (o) along principal axes of L 6.81 2.06 -0-62 (4) 0-33 (7) 5.96 (13) 1. Rigid-body thermal parameters are given in Table 2 .* All other computations were performed with the XRAY system (Stewart, Kruger, Ammon, Dickinson & Hall, 1972) . The weighting scheme was w = (3.01 + IFol + 0.0221Fo12)-L Scattering factors were taken from
International Tables for X-ray Crystallography (1962) .
Discussion.
A perspective drawing of the molecule with inertia axes is shown in Fig. 2 . Non-hydrogen atoms are represented by 50% probability thermal ellipsoids (Johnson, 1965) . National Beige de la Recherche Scientifique, for financial assistance.
